26                  THE  REPUBLIC  OF  PANAMA
At this Congress Panama was again represented only as a
part of the Republic of Colombia. The same was true of
the meeting held in Mexico City in 1902. The concept of
an Inter-American Union of some sort was nevertheless
watched and cherished by many intellectuals in Panama
during these earlier years. One of the leading exponents
of the idea, Dr. Justo Arosemena, whose works were
widely read in Latin America during the later nineteenth
century,2 was in fact a member of a very prominent
Isthmian family,3 although his writings are generally listed
in Colombian bibliographies.
Very soon after national independence was established
an invitation was extended to Panama, through title United
States, to become a member of the Bureau of American
Republics.4 On May 8, 1905, the formal acceptance of
this invitation was conveyed to the U.S. Secretary of State,
John Hay.5 Earlier in the same year Panama had experi-
enced its first taste of Pan American activity when the
Inter-American Medical Congress had held its sessions
upon the Isthmus in order to observe at first hand the sani-
tation and health program being carried on by General
Goethals in the Canal Zone.*
At the Third International Conference of American
States, convened at Rio de Janeiro in 1906, the Republic
of Panama formally took its seat for the first time as a
sovereign equal among its sister republics of the Hemi-
sphere. Jose Domingo de Obaldia enjoyed the distinction
of representing his country at this historic Inter-American
Conference.7 Senor Obaldia was a Panamanian of great
distinction and was, in 1906, Minister of Panama in Wash-
ington, He was also Vice-President of the Republic at this
time. He had been Governor of Panama under Colombian
rule8 and had joined the patriots in the Revolution of
1903. He was a native of the old Creole province of Chi-